
Bruce Martin, is on the Board of the Indigenous 
Land Corporation,  President of the Cape York 
Peninsula Live Export Group, a member of 
Regional Development Australia  Far North 
Queensland and Torres Strait and a Director of 
Aak Puul Ngantam (APN) Cape York. 
 
He has been instrumental in the establishment of 
APN (Our Ancestral Country), a community-
owned organisation focussing on the 
development of productive livelihoods on 
traditional Wik country.  
 
Now one of the largest employers of local 
Aboriginal people in Cape York, APN has 
developed partnerships with business, the 
philanthropic sector and government agencies in 
implementing innovative strategies aimed at 
social transformation, economic engagement and 
community development in Aurukun. 
 

Bruce is  also 
the Deputy 
Chair for the 
Indigenous 
Advisory 
Committee 
for the 
Department 
of 
Environment. 

Barry Williams, Senior 
Lands Services Officer, 
North Coast Local Lands 
has a diverse 
professional 
background working in 
metropolitan, rural and 
remote locations across 
Australia.   
 

“I managed 20 staff of 
the Thamarrurr 
Rangers, an Aboriginal 

Land and Sea Ranger group. The Rangers are based in 
Wadeye, a remote community in the Western Top 
End of the Northern Territory. We undertook work in 
all aspects of Land, Sea and Cultural Resource 
Management throughout the region as well as on a 
recently gazetted Indigenous Protected Area.” 
 

Barry’s most recent focus has been in engaging 
communities in working with the environment 
through his role at Local Land Services. 
 

"I believe that our kids need to start looking at 
agriculture for their futures in the   
community , employment, self employment and 
business opportunities. A huge part of our cultural 
connection to country is about respect and this fits 
perfectly into what is now recognised as Natural 
Resource Management..." 

The CEO and Board of the Thunghutti Local 
Aboriginal Lands Council at Bellbrook have 
started on a year of gathering research and 
advice on turning their large agricultural land 
holdings into viable agricultural enterprises and 
create educational and employment 
opportunities in the local community. 
 
Mr Richard Campbell, CEO says “In the past, 
advisors or program managers have run 
programs for indigenous communities that have 
not consulted the community in any way. 
Programs that have come in and told us what 
we have to do.. 
 
We are working with Regional Development 
Australia Mid North Coast, North Coast Local 
Lands Services, New England Weed Control and 
industry advisors to gather all the information 
that we need to make our own decision about 
what commercial ventures will be suitable for 
the community, both economically and 
culturally. 
 
We have a large property that is not profiting 
anyone at the moment. If we can diversify the 
property for agistment, share farming, 
education and employment opportunities for 
our communities it will go a long way towards  
improving the quality of lives of every person in 
it.” 



Long before Europeans came to Australia, 
Aboriginal communities were applying 
advanced knowledge of engineering, 
physics, water ecology and animal 
migration to catch large numbers of fish in 
traps. 
 

On the Northern Side of Arrawarra 
Headland (near Woolgoolga) is the site of 
the ancient stone fish traps that, for 
thousands of years provided food, trade 
and a place for cultural and spiritual 
activities for the Garby Elders of the 
Gumbaynggir Nation . 
 

Now protected as a site of Indigenous 
significance the Elders  can approve and 
oversee special fishing days to teach the  
next generation of  Gumbaynggir men 
methods of harvesting and conserving the 
site. 

Think I’m gamin?  
Read it for yourself…. 

Ever thought of a  

career  

on  

Country? 
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